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Friday 4™ September 2026
Dear Parents and Carers,

Welcome back to a new school year, | hope you all had a wonderful Summer! Mrs Kingham and | are looking
forward to supporting your child with their learning journey in their final year at Walgrave Primary!

Our topic until Christmas will be ‘Maafa’. During the first half term in this topic, we will be covering history, art
and science. This project will teach children about Africa past and present, with a particular focus on Benin. It
traces the development of the slave trade and explores Britain’s role in the transatlantic slave trade, the
causes and consequences of the European colonisation of Africa and the worldwide communities that make
up the African diaspora.

In science, we will be learning about the Circulatory System. The children will learn about the transport role of
the human circulatory system, its main parts and primary functions. They learn about healthy lifestyle choices
and the effects of harmful substances on the body.

In art, the topic will be Trailblazers, Barrier Breakers. During this project, the children will learn about
significant black artists and their work, and provides opportunities to analyse and create artwork inspired by
them. In addition to the topic work, the children will have weekly RE, computing, French and PSHE lessons.

In English, we will be using ‘Varjak Paw’ by S.F Said as a stimulus to focus our writing on. The children will have
opportunities to build on their writing style in preparation for suspense writing.

We will be doing lots of comprehension work to develop the children’s skills when reading a range of texts.
Our aim for English is to really challenge ourselves with our reading at home and at school as we know the
enormous difference it makes when recording our ideas. In addition to this we will be working on our
grammar, spelling and reading comprehension throughout the term.

In Maths, we will be looking at Place Value (up to 10 million), addition and subtraction and word problems this
term. We will be continuing to challenge the children to go on Maths Shed each week as part of their
homework. This reinforces the work covered in class because it directly links back to the areas we are
teaching. We strongly believe that this program is very beneficial to your child and will help build their
confidence with maths. If you have any problems with Maths Shed please come and let us know.
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This term, we will be doing outdoor PE every Monday and Wednesday alongside swimming on a Friday.
Children should come in their PE kit on a Monday and Wednesday.

Please ensure that your child has the correct kit (plain navy blue or black shorts/ joggers with a plain white t-
shirt and blue/black jumper). As they now are mature and responsible children, we expect them to remember
to bring necessary equipment to school as and when required.

e Homework: Set online every Thursday. The children will have copies of their usernames and
passwords for SPaG.com, Maths Shed and Spelling Shed (spellings will be available for the children to
bring home on a Monday in preparation for a spelling test on a Friday). We expect homework to be
completed by the following Wednesday.

e Reading: It is expected that the children read every day and record their reading in their reading
records. We ask that children bring their reading book and reading record every day.

e 100 Things: The year 6 list will be sent home along with their new 100 things tree — have fun
completing the activities, we look forward to sharing their accomplishments

e Forest schools: Date TBC

We would like to invite parents to a welcome meeting, where we will explain more about Silver Birch Class
and the curriculum in more detail, on Thursday 10" September at 3.30pm and repeated again at 4pm.

Dates for your diary:

Class Welcome Meetings - 10t September

100 Things Books should be brought into school: 15" September and 16"October
Whole School Boogie Bounce - Thursday, 17th of September (PE kit required)
Reading Afternoon — Wednesday, 30th of September

Parents Evenings - 13* and 15 October

Dare to be Different Day — Friday, 23th of October
Thank you in advance for your support. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to ask.

Miss Bates and Mrs Kingham
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